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Now the Muhammadan religion has a test, a belief, and
it is described in the short 'Kalimc?: There is no God but
Allah x and Muhammad is his Prophet.5 There it is, simple
and straightforward, Tahweh expressed to a modern world
not by Christ, but by Muhammad. It is not too much to
say that the Muhammadans of India to-day are the most
devout of all who follow the Submission. The two main
divisions of Islam are represented in India, the Sunni or
Orthodox who are in the majority, and the Shiah, whose
name is short for Tartizans of Ali'. The great schism arose
soon after the death of the Prophet as to who was his suc-
cessor (Caliph) on earth.

To this day the two branches are as far apart as when
the Sons of Ali died by the sword. Ali was the Prophet's
son-in-law. Another much smaller sect is well known to us
because of its head, the Agha Khan, head of the Khojas or
Ismaili sect of Islam.2 The Ismailis are nearer the Shiahs than
the Orthodox in their beliefs. The Shiah and the Ismaili
sects are said to have a more mystical teaching than the
Orthodox Faith, but scholarly theologians are often pre-
pared to read the most mystical teaching into the texts of
the Qpran.

The whole tendency of Islam is to be most intensely
hostile to what to the outer eye are the polytheisms and in-
ventions of popular Hinduism. The early Moslem invaders
destroyed all temples, slew countless priests, and butchered
many of those who would not be mustered under the
Prophet's banner, and it is to be remembered that with
that mustering went the somewhat painful rite of adult
circumcision.

There is now no central Moslem authority in the world,
nor did the somewhat bogus resurrection of an active cali-
phate in the person of the Sultan of Turkey a generation or

1  The ancient desert God, who is but a memory of the God of Abraham,
of Isaac and of Jacob.

2  In the crusader-ing Atkins' slang, the 'old codger' or Khoja, the Old
Man of the Mountains.